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ers a new and unprecedented
era today as the tournament
expands from 32 to 48 national
teams, marking the most
significant structural change in the
competition for decades.

While many view this decision
through the lens of growth and
inclusivity, a deeper footballing
analysis raises an important
question: will the sport truly
benefit from this expansion, or will
the World Cup sacrifice part of its
competitive quality in exchange for
broader participation and greater
commercial rewards?

There is no denying the positive
aspects of this move. A 48-team
World Cup opens the door for
new nations to experience the
dream of competing on football’s
biggest stage. It allows new fan
bases to become part of the
global celebration and introduces
the game to regions that, until
recently, had little realistic chance
of reaching the tournament.

In that sense, the expansion
strengthens football’s position
as the world’s most popular and
influential sport.

The economic benefits are
equally evident. More teams mean
more matches, larger broadcasting
rights packages, increased
sponsorship opportunities, and
significantly higher commercial
revenues. Financial growth has
become a major driving force
behind many of the strategic
decisions made by global sporting
organizations, and FIFA is no
exception.

However, when we move
beyond the financial figures and
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return to the essence of the game
itself, legitimate concerns emerge
regarding the tournament’s overall
quality.

Elite competitions derive much
of their prestige from selectivity.
The difficulty of qualification
is part of what gives the World
Cup its unique value and status.
Expanding the field from 32 to
48 teams represents an increase
of more than 50 percent—a
substantial leap by any standard.

Naturally, such an increase
is likely to affect the quality of
some matches. The technical gap
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between football’s traditional
powers and emerging nations does
not disappear simply because more
teams are granted access to the
tournament.

History has already shown
that even with 32 teams, certain
group-stage matches lacked
competitive balance. It is therefore
reasonable to expect that a
48-team tournament will produce
a greater number of one-sided
encounters and lopsided scorelines,
potentially reducing the intensity
and unpredictability that have
long defined the World Cup.

The draw system itself further
favors the established powers.
FIFA’s seeding structure ensures
that the traditional giants are
separated in the early stages,
minimizing the likelihood of
major clashes before the knockout
rounds. With more teams
advancing from the group stage,
the probability of qualification for
the strongest nations becomes even
greater.

For this reason, I expect the
group stage to become, in many
cases, a relatively safe pathway for
the tournament favorites. Most of
the traditional football powers are
likely to progress without facing
truly demanding tests, saving their
most difficult challenges for the
later rounds.

That said, I do not believe the
World Cup will lose its prestige
or significance. It will remain
the most important event in
international football. The real
challenge lies in preserving the
competitive standards that have
built the tournament’s legendary
status over more than ninety years.

As the competition begins, the
world will undoubtedly witness a
larger, more inclusive, and more
globally engaging World Cup.

Yet one question will remain
unanswered until the final whistle
of the tournament:

Will the technical and
competitive quality match the
standards we have come to expect
from football’s greatest stage?

The answer will not be found
in theory or debate—it will
be delivered by the matches
themselves.
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