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SAuDI PRo LEAGUE EMERGES Aé STXTH-BIGEST
ConTRIBUTOR TO FIFA WoRLD Cupr 2026 SquADs

The Saudi Pro League has reinforced its growing
global stature by becoming the sixth—largest league
represented at the FIFA World Cup 2026, with a total
of 48 players selected across the final squads of the
tournament’s 48 participating nations.

The historic edition of the World Cup, hosted jointly
by the United States, Canada, and Mexico, will feature
a significant Saudi Pro League presence, highlighting
the competition’s rapid development and increasing
international appeal.

Half of the league’s representatives come from the
Saudi national team itself, with 24 players selected
from domestic clubs. The squad is led by experienced
goalkeeper Mohammed Al-Owais of Al-Ola, while
full-back Saud Abdulhamid remains the sole Saudi
international based abroad, representing French side
Lens.

The remaining 24 Saudi Pro League players will
represent 18 different national teams spanning Europe,
Africa, Asia, North America, and South America,
underlining the league’s diverse international talent
pool.

Portugal and Senegal Lead International
Representation

Portugal and Senegal boast the largest number of
Saudi Pro League-based players outside the Saudi
national team.

Portugal’s squad features Al Nassr captain Cristiano
Ronaldo, his club teammate Joao Félix, and Al Hilal
midfielder Ruben Neves.

Senegal will rely on an equally impressive trio,
including national team captain Kalidou Koulibaly of
Al Hilal, Al Nassr winger Sadio Mané, and Al Ahli
goalkeeper Edouard Mendy.

Brazil and Algeria Draw Talent from Saudi Arabia

For the first time in World Cup history, Brazil will
begin its campaign with players competing in the
Saudi Pro League. The Selecio squad includes Al
Ahli defender Roger Ibaiiez and Al Ittihad midfielder
Fabinho.

Algeria, meanwhile, will be represented by two of

the league’s most recognizable stars: Al Ahli winger
Riyad Mahrez and Al Ittihad attacking midfielder
Houssem Aouar.

Fourteen Nations Represented by Individual
Saudi Pro League Stars

A further 14 World Cup participants will
each be represented by a single Saudi Pro
League player:

— England - Ivan Toney (Al Ahli)

— France — Theo Hernandez (Al Hilal)

— Morocco - Yassine Bounou (Al Hilal)

— Uruguay — Darwin Nuifiez (Al Hilal)

— Cote d’Ivoire — Franck Kessié (Al Ahli)

— Tiirkiye — Merih Demiral (Al
Ahli)

— Ghana - Christopher

Bonsu Baah (Al Qadsiah) '

— Mexico — Julian Quifnones E
Al Qadsiah ‘ =
( - Scotland)— Jack Hendry <
(Al Ettifaq)

— Egypt — Nabil Emad |
“Donga” (Al Najma)

— Iraq - Ali Jasim (Al |
Najma) d

— Jordan - Al |
Al-Ezayza (Al Shabab) ¥

— Panama - Orlando
Mosquera (Al Fayha)

— Curacao - Jurien Gaari (Abha)

The presence of 48 Saudi
Pro League players at the
world’s biggest football
tournament reflects the league’s
transformation into one of the
most influential competitions
in global football, attracting
elite talent from across the
world and strengthening its
position on the international
stage.
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