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Saudi Arabia’s early exit from
the 2026 FIFA World Cup did not
come as a surprise to me. After
drawing with Uruguay and Cape
Verde and losing to Spain, the
Green Falcons were eliminated
in the group stage. In my view,
there had already been clear
warning signs indicating the need
to reassess several aspects of the
future of Saudi football and the
national team.

Ever since the 2023 AFC Asian
Cup in Qatar, where the host
nation successfully defended its
title, I have believed that Saudi
Arabia’s performances have
fallen short of the true quality
and potential of its players. The
talent has always been there; the
challenge lies elsewhere.

Saudi Arabia possesses gifted
footballers with tremendous
potential. The issue is not a lack
of talent but rather creating a
competitive environment that
enables Saudi players to develop,
compete consistently, and perform
at the highest possible level.

I believe the current structure
of the Saudi Pro League does not
provide enough regular playing
opportunities for the country’s
best local players. This is a critical
issue for the future of the national
team. Regardless of talent, every
player needs consistent competitive
minutes to maintain technical
sharpness, physical fitness,
confidence, and the experience
required to succeed at the
international level.

Back in January 2024, during
an interview with Al Arabiya, I
expressed my concerns about the
limited playing time available to
Saudi players and warned of its
potential impact on the national
team. Unfortunately, I believe
those concerns have largely
materialized.

The presence of high—quality
foreign players undoubtedly
raises the standard of the league
and enhances its technical
quality, commercial value,
and international appeal.

That is undoubtedly a positive
development. However, there must
also be a balance that protects the
development opportunities of Saudi
players, particularly national team
members and emerging young
talents.

com

In my opinion, Saudi football
must invest more heavily in
developing local players, beginning
with youth academies and age—
group programs while providing
young players with genuine
opportunities to compete at the
highest level. Player development
is achieved not only through
training sessions but also through
competitive matches, real-game
experience, and the responsibility
that comes with performing under
pressure.

I also believe it would be
beneficial to reduce the number
of foreign players allowed in the
starting lineup while introducing
regulations requiring clubs to field
at least one Saudi player under the
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age of 20. Measures such as these
could help build a new generation
equipped with the experience,
confidence, and mentality needed
to compete successfully on the
international stage.

Of course, there are many other
initiatives that could be explored
to return Saudi football to the path
of success. What is required is a
comprehensive long—term strategy
that combines talent development,
improved youth training, increased
playing opportunities for local
players, and stronger alignment
between club football and the
needs of the national teams.

AFC Asian Cup 2027:
Preparation Must Begin Now

Looking ahead to the 2027 AFC
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Asian Cup, which Saudi Arabia
will host, I believe it is essential
that national team players receive
more consistent playing time

with their clubs so they arrive at
the tournament in peak physical
condition, with competitive rhythm
and match sharpness.

Preparation for a major
tournament does not begin a few
weeks or months before kickoff.
It starts today through continuous
player monitoring, guaranteeing
regular participation, developing
young talent, and building a broad
pool of quality options for the
national team coaching staff.

Saudi Arabia has always been
among Asia’s strongest football
nations. With the next AFC
Asian Cup being played on home
soil, supported by passionate
home fans, the Kingdom has an
outstanding opportunity to return
to the summit of Asian football.

Thirty years without winning
a major international title is far
too long for a country with Saudi
Arabia’s footballing history,
resources, and ambitions. I
understand how difficult that has
been for supporters who long to
see their national team crowned
champions once again. That is
why the objective must be clear,
and the work toward achieving it
must be serious, structured, and
consistent.

Success is not built through
short-term decisions or
temporary solutions. It comes
from a clear long—term project,
strong institutional planning,
and a strategy that places the
development of Saudi players at the
very heart of the football system.

I am always willing to share my
experience and knowledge, but
only within a professional and
institutional framework, because
that is the proper way to build
sustainable success.

I have complete confidence
in Saudi football and in the
tremendous talent that exists
across the Kingdom. With
the right strategy, greater
opportunities for local players,
and early preparation for the
2027 AFC Asian Cup, I firmly
believe Saudi Arabia can reclaim
its rightful place among Asia’s
elite and return to winning major
championships.
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