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The Senegalese is shining

Alkas — Hassan Al-Quraish

Sadio Mané is shining this season with Al-Nassr, delivering his best performances since joining
the team. Having contributed to 16 goals in the Saudi Pro League, Mané has become one of the
key attacking forces for Al-Nassr and a decisive player alongside Ronaldo and Doran in the squad.

SADIO MANE

MATCHES

25

ASSISTS

GOAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
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Hierro Enhances Al-Nassr's Global Presence and Reveals
the Future of Saudi Football Ahead of the 2034 World Cup

Written by: Hassan Al-Quraish
Rewritten by: Ahmed Abdullah

Al-Nassr Football Club made a remarkable appearance
at the Sports Investment Forum held in Riyadh, thanks
to the participation of the club’s Sporting Director,
Fernando Hierro—one of the most renowned figures in
global football. His presence signaled that Al-Nassr’s
impact extends beyond the pitch into key economic and
investment platforms that are shaping the future of Saudi
football.

Hierro’s insights added great value to the forum, as
he shed light on the major transformation underway in
the Roshn Saudi League. He emphasized the importance
of building a sustainable sports project that aligns with
the Kingdom’s ambitions and its preparations to host
the 2034 FIFA World Cup. Given Hierro’s international
stature, his statements significantly boosted the Saudi
League’s global image and supported the national

endeavor to present Saudi Arabia in a distinguished light.

The Saudi League: A Rising Global
Destination
Hierro opened his remarks by highlighting the Saudi

League’s rise as an attractive global destination—not

only for world—class players but also for international
audiences who now follow the league closely. He noted
the growing appeal of the league and expressed his
admiration for the rapid development, affirming that
Saudi Arabia’s future hosting of the World Cup would

be a landmark moment.

Investment Momentum Requires
Sustainability

Hierro praised the impressive achievements of the
Roshn League in a short time, especially in terms of
investments and broadcasting rights. However, he
emphasized that this is just the beginning of a long
journey that requires sustained effort and patience to
reach its full potential. He noted that the league has
generated significant momentum within just two years,
and maintaining that momentum in a sustainable way
is essential.

Young Talent: The Key to the Future

One of Hierro’s main points was the importance
of investing in young talent. He believes the Saudi
League has the potential to export players to Europe
in the future, not just import them. He cited young
player John Durdn as an example, saying that players

like Durdn present long—term investment opportunities

through development and future transfers, which would
enhance the value of Saudi clubs. He added that young
players are becoming increasingly aware of the league’s
strength, making it easier for Saudi clubs to attract
them before they opt for European leagues, despite the

challenge.

Infrastructure and Physical Demands:
Key Challenges

Hierro acknowledged that the project is still in its
early stages but is developing clearly. He highlighted the
importance of strong infrastructure as a critical factor
for attracting and nurturing young talent. He also voiced
concern about the continuous physical pressure on players,
noting that high performance cannot be maintained for
11 months of the year, and this necessitates strategic
thinking about players’ health and futures. He concluded
by stressing the need for advanced sports facilities that
will positively represent Saudi Arabia when hosting
international teams during the 2034 World Cup, asserting
that infrastructure development is key to nurturing and

polishing talent effectively.
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